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Benefits of GST for Tourism Industry:

If properly implemented the GST can prove 1o be a major benefit for the tourism and
hDSpilality industry. The process to claim and avail ITC (input tax credit) is simple and clear.
Earlier, adjusting (he tax paid on inputs against the output was complex and error-prone. This js

believed to have become easy with GST. Also, under GST, tourists have a clearer idea about the
tax they are paying.

The Impact of GST on Tourism in India:
Goods and Services T

ax (GST) is touted as one of the biggest reforms of Modemn India.
GST has got some sectors ol

the Indian economy delighted, while some are disappointed while_
the rest are a bit confused about it, GST is expected 10 add almost 2% to India’s GDP. Spare me

the calculation but hey! that is a huge amount! Let us see the Impact of GST on Indian tourism
sector.

As a consumer of Tourism and h
Save up to 10-15 percent on the overall b
hospitality industry shall attract a rate of

GST Impact

Tourism sector shall be impacted both
Positive:

L. Uniformity in Taxes
The multiple taxes would be replaced by one_single tax, the rate of which is likely to be

between 16%-18%. The sector may benefitin the form of lower tax rates which should help in
attracting more tourists in India. e,

2. Increased Revenue for State Government
Under GST the place of supply is shifted o {he
situated in case of Hotels, Restaurant

ospitality services, a single tax-structured bill should
1. Entertainment, luxury, and other service taxes in the
18% as against the existing 20-27%.

positively and negatively under the GST regime

place where immovable property is
& Monuments for sightseeing. This will increase the
revenue of such states where immovable property is located. Currently, on such i

charges local Luxury Tax on hotel stay and VAT on food supplied. While U
gets revenue from Service Tax on such services, Because of GST, the States
tourist places, hotels or restaurants for tourist shall eamn the maximum revenue by way of SGST
which will be equivalent to CGST.In the case of Passenger traveling, the state with the maximum
outbound journey shall earn the highest revenue so the station or the pont having highest
outbound flights, train journey or local cab journey shall earn substantial revenue.
3. Saving in Food and Beverage operations

Companies specializing in food and beverages operations could be the
beneficiaries of GST within the hospitality sector. Food and beve
components which inflate the bills by 30- 35%. 1t is e
15% on the overall bill

ncome, States
nion Government
having maximum

biggest
rages bills have multiple
xpected that GST to result in savings of 10-

Negative:
1. Multiple Registration

Service providers having centralized registration will have to ¢t registered in each state
from where they provide services. Although Government has been claiming “One Nation One
Tax", practically it is not going to be so. Service providers will have an option to take different

117 Website — www.researchjourney.net Email - mrchjuumcxggmgmaj;_m
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2. Increased Compliance Burden

The procedure for all the ‘nvoices/receipts towards inward
become cumbersome as each one of them will have to be uploaded in the systerm. Thc_ -
credit matching under GST would be very difficult to handle and would lead to IDCEES

working capital requirements

India h
and Hospitalit
implementatio
can surely be
country goes b

The frequency and number of returns to be filed will go up. In place of a BaEY
service tax return, under GST law, one will be required to file state wise monthly &
returns along with an annual return will also be required to be filed.
3. No Credit on Work Contract Services

The hotel industry spends a lot of money on construction and renovation. Reference:
paid as taxes on the works contract services W hen supplied for construction of an im
property is not allowed for this sector when such services are not used for the further SEE
works contract service. This would have a negalive cascading effect despite SUODE P
being made by the government in this regard

Any proposal to make supplier of goods or services liable to pay tax under reversel
when receiving supply from an unregistered supplier can increase burden in case
transactions on registered assessec,
4. Liguor not included

Liquor should have been includedan GST to.ensure the seamless credit for the @
industry. Exclusion of liquor from GST'regime defeats the very purpose of bringing ina
tax structure across the nation. ]
Impact on Consumers ST o

In Pre GST era, there was a composite !ev:,""{':ll_”'l:;ﬁlh Service tax i.e 6%, as well a5
Added Tax ie 14.5% (Vary from State to State) on food and beverages served by be _
restaurants which finally put the burden of 20.5% in the pocket of ultimate consumers. Hos
some relief was provided for Non-AC Restaurants supplying food and beverages as no -
tax was levied on these restaurants

Post GST, the scenario shall be completely different. As discussed above that supge
food and drinks in a restaurant shall be treated as a supply of services. Hence, only GST ’
levied on such services @ 18% which saves around 3% as compared o the previous regim :

Erstwhile, Non AC Restaurants were exempl from levy of Service Tax. But State q

iy
= P

charged at 12%. In Present System, Restaurant not having the facility of air-conditic
central heating at any time during the year and not having a licence 10 serve liquor is liable:
at GST Rate of 12%. Overall things shall continue 10 remain status quo as far as pricing ge

Further, staying in a good hotel is going to be very costlier as the rale of tax b .
doubled from 9% to 18%. Even Luxury Hotels of 5 stars or above-rated charging room re
7.500/- or above will attract 28% tax,

Conclusion:

In general a large Indian demographic is still taking its first buby steps in accepin
living - a digital lifestyle. These include people from all sectors ~ social as well as finan =
in Tayman terms makes the government tax revenue generation process betier and casier.

118 l Website - www rescarchjourney.net  Email - rescarchjourn
R S

119




MAH/MUL/03051/2012
ISSN-2319 9318

Peer Reviewed International Refereed Research Journal

ViibyAwarTa

SPECIAL ISSUE January 2019 |

Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj's

ARTS AND COMMERCE COLLEGE
MAKHAMALABAD, NASHIK

A Two Day
State Level Seminar
On

rsyciwviogy and Other Disciplines
On 4th — 5th February 2019

Organized by
Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj's
Arts and Commerce College Makhamalabad, Nashik
Sponsored by
SavitribaiPhule Pune University, Pune

Organizing Committee

Prof. Smt. N.N.Bagul Prin. Dr.A.P.Patil
Prof.Smt.S.R.Katware Prof.Dr.V.I.Sonawane

: ]
(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



INDEX

Sr. Topic Rescearcher Page
No. No.
1 Importance of Psychology in Global Dr.Sushama Bhosale |
Scenario

2 | gHEE HAEAE G S0 Faa 210151 g

3 A Review of Psychometric Measurement of | Naik, D and 14
Empathy Satpute, A o

4 Secretes of Happiness Dr.Jaiprakash N. Choube 13

5 Political Psychology & Voting Behaviour Prof.Dr.Shubhangi D. Rathi 24

6 Psychology and Problems of the today’s | Prof. Sahebrao U. Ahire 30
youth in India

7 The influence of Psychology on Economic | Prof. Kiran V. Jadhav 5
Studics

8 Psychology and Economic Theories Prof. Dnyaneshwar V. Phad | 42

9 Psychology of Indian People Behind Female | Dr. Shubhangi R. Gosavi 45
Feticide and Female Infanticide

10 Change in Way of thinking and Habits : Key | CA Dr.Trupti Gamayji 49
for Stress Management Dcore

11 To Stwudy Emotional Maturity and Parent | Prof.Suvarna G. Shinde 58
Child Relationship among  Adolescent of
Working and Non-working Mothers

12 | Psychology of Economical Behaviour — | Dr.Yuvraj P. Jadhav 65
Richard Thaler

13 | Materialism : A Serious problem for today's | Dr.Dnyaneshwar P. Pawar 70
youth

14 | Youth of India : Psychological Dimensions, | Prof. G.A. Panpatil 77
Problems, Lifestyle, Challenges and Needs

15 Health Benefits and Importance of Yoga Prof. Hema Shankar Mande 87

16 | Stress and its Relationship with self-estcem | Prof. Savita N. Pingle 91
among women professors

17 | Role of Psychology in Advertisement Smt. Sangita M. Padvi 95

18 Media Psychology Prof. S.R. Daund 100

19 | Techniques for increasing happiness quotient | Prof. Shweta K. Wani 103
through spiritual intclligence in adults

20 | Mental Health and Happiness Prof. Swati B. Pawar 109

21 Psychology &  Other  Disciplines Prof. Vaishali S. Kshirsagar | 112
Psychology and Current Issues of Women

22 | Current Strategies Used in Psychological | Prof. Harshali 116
Advertising B.Kothawade

23 | The Psychological Impact of Advertising on | Prof.Nilima K. Pawar 120

the Customer Behaviour

Prof. Revita P. Jadhay

SLRE A TR L T R A

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner




PEER REVIEWED INTERNATIONAL REFERRED RESEARCH JOURNAL ISSN : 2319-9318
Jmpact Factor : 5234 Special Issue : Psythulogy and Ol]u.r DlSCl]‘l]lllL'i [] J.muary 2919

[_..,._-.» AR R LT T .-:_——v-—-v—“ m-—._z.: T e o

e S

e ¥ T TS

YOUTH OF INDIA: I’SYCHOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS, PROBLEMS
LIFESTYLE, CHALLENGES AND NEEDS

Asst. Prof. Panpatil G. A.
Assistant Professor
Arts & Commerce College Satpur, Nashik.
E-mail: panpatilganesh @ gmail.com

INTRODUCTION

India is the highest youth population in the world. 70% of India’s population is below
the age of 35 years. According to the initial figures of the 2011 census, the youth population
in the country including adolescents is around 550 million. The hunger, desire, motivation,
determination and high energy of the youth can make all the difference in either destroying or
building a nation. Youth are the leaders of tomorrow and the partners of today also. Young
people are social actors of change as well as development. They are a crucial segment of a
nation's development. Youth's contribution is highly needed since youths play one of the
most important roles in nation building. Youth's specilic aim and positive direction can
contribute more towards the national development.

Future of the world lies in the hands of the youth. Youths are the pillars who build up
the nations. They are the resources of our country and the development of our nation depends
on youths empowerment. They are productive and active people who are capable of large
undertakings., There are several problems among the present day youth. These problems are
most often psychological which are developed during their stages of development. There is no
other way but to recognize, identify and find out remedies to such problems of them.
Psychology and the Psychoanalysis has been founded youth related problems andthier
solutions. Youth psychology is develops very rapidly .The society as a whole has got an
obligation to help the youth in their psychological needs. They are to be well educated in
psychological disciplines and the parents also should be aware of the psychological stages
that a child passes through. This research paper is an attempt to review out the major
psychological problems of the youth, their causes and explain a few remedial measures.

Most of the problems facing today's youth are not restricted to any one ethnic or

but affect young people generally. Most researches on youth have focused on

religious group,

‘ . ~ = ? 1 c =
issues such as drug abuse, crime, violence, sexuality and poverty. Today’s youth are distress
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A) Pochedogiond Predicms of the You

L Feeling of lsolation and Loncliness
Aloneness it the mager prodloms fownd among the vouth. They wanted o be 3

“'-\\ -‘ \ “\\ Py SR RARARN AFuaRa N

wd the negative feeling within them forces 10 be alone,
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This foeling homt mandy and sometines even leads them cither to frustration or g

LT u.n\\‘ LT
Ktnd of innnosaliny attitde.
2. Desire for Acoeptance
Thoy alwans IR w attract others by thawr appearance and various other means, A single

o minor matter of avolding will de great wound to their mind, In order o get attention

rh

of the poople they choose wWhatever means possible. This may cause again a Kind of

Jopressive and negative foeling docause their friends will easily identify their artificial

TR S
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3. Criminal Tendencies
[t is also Rnown as crmnal activities and criminal behaviour, They develop criminal
tendencies from their iving social circumstance l‘lu,y are develop in their mind an
anti-soctal attude by which most often they are forced to do eriminal activitics

4. Emotional lustability
Todays youth are very much mmbalancad in their emotional life. Many resecarches prove

that they are very high at their 1Q (Intelligent Quotient) rate but low at EQ (Em otional

Quotient) levels. They don’t know how to ke away strain and do not know how 1o face

with a seasttive moment. They are crooked enough but not prudent enough. Break-upin

love affairs become commen among them. Their life also more open (o sex rackets dué

to lack of emotional maturity and prudence,
3. Inferiority Complexes

They e usually feel uncomfortablae being around them. Social withdrawal. faulty
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finding, lack of attention, hyper sensitivity, disrespected feching, et this symptoms are

usually found in youth
6. Alcoholisim and Drug Addiction
They are nowadays very much lying down to alcoholism and drugs. They often behave
cnmnally or violently because they are under the influence of dnnks and drugs. It
becomes really a problem in the life of the youth, They are unhappy at their home,
become weak in their studies, a lot of depression and anxicty s created in theirmind
7. Suicidal Tendencies
May be due to the all above said problems they have also a tendency for suicide. For
silly reasons they hike to end thair hife. Faillures in the examinations and the love farlures
are sufficient reasons for them to commat suicide. Scxually abused ones had the suicidal
tendencies carhier but nowadayvs rescarches show and it seems that sexually abused 1s not
a4 sufficient rcason for sucide
Causes behind the Psychological Problems
There are several cusses and cause factors in the life of a youth that creates
psychological problems in hivher life. These problems arc causced not as mere
occurrences of thar young adull hood, but are developed through the different stages of
hisvher personality. Some of those causes are the following:
1. Physicalproblem
Physical problems are one of the main causes that create mental or psychological
problems among the youth. Lack physical fitness affects them negatively. Physiological
problems are manly caused by Poverty, Malnutnuon and Disecases.
a) Poverty
Instead of improving upon the system to reduce the economic differences between
classes, if the society builds counteracting machinery to curb the violence, 1t leads to
nowhere. Poventy of the people affects the psycho-social development of child.
b) Malnutrition
Good nutrition for the brain can be had from Vitamin B and minerals,
nagnesium, zing, calcium. The phyto-nutnicnts (natural chemicals) are the anuoxidants
quite nccessary to cheek any radical damage occurring in the body. The phyto-nutrients

re concentrated and are responsible for the color. scent. and flavor of the vegetables and

frunts.

’

(3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner



: ISSN : 2319-9318
AL
RN F ]qnunry 2019

"D RESEARCH JOU
y and Olhcr D:sclplmes

T s

PEER REVIEWED INTERNATIONAL REFERRE

Iml)act Factor : 5.234 Special Issue Psycholog :
; ETTIT P RALH RIS R

£ R el B G s e L B

c) Discases _ '
: cau
All kinds of trans-generational and even the ordinary diseases causes ill healty

.1 life and thereby the psycholog;
among the youth and it severely affects the social life gical

o i ct ver
maturity. Diseases caused by malnutrition and the food habits affe y much the

younger generations and they are very much influenced by the cruel and wretcheq
hands of it.
2. Parentalcontrols

Types and patterns of parental controlling behavior and their effects on children’s

development have been the focus of considerable research over the past several decades,
Although specific labels vary, researchers have consistently identified control in their
conceptualizations of salient parental behaviors. The several ways in which parental control
of children has been conceptualized and operationalized testifies to the complexity of the
construct. It is therefore not surprising that the empirical evidence for the effects of parental
control on children has often been inconsistent or equivocal; there have been some attempts
to integrate and synthesize the various conceptualizations of control in order to bring clarity
to the construct and its cffects on children’s development.
3. The Influence of MediaViolence

Influence of Media Violence on youth that has grown over the last years are anorexia
and obesity. There are millions of adolescents fighting obesity, but at the same time they are
exposed to thousands of advertisements of junk food, while the ideal image of a successful
person is told to be thin and wealthy. Moreover, more women are obsessive with losing
weight even when they are not obese. There are many thin women that want to look like
super models and thin celebrities so they engage in eating disorders which leads to severe
health issues and even death. Spending huge time in social media, they are spending around
10 to 12 hours a day by sitting in front of the computer. Moreover, when we watch TV or a
movie, we usually see many images of violence and people hurting others. The problem with
this is that it can become a traumatic experience especially with our children, as we see it
more and more. Our kids that are starting to grow and are shaping their personality, values
and beliefs can become aggressive or they can lose a sense of reality. In the past years there

have been some cases of kids carrying a gun at school and even hurting others with it. Those

kids have been linked to excessive use of violent video games

and war images.
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4. Sexual, Physical, Emotional and Pavchological Abuses

Poychological problems of the vomb are sometimes related 1o abuses they are
cxpenenced. Mowt often the winal abwees they have encounterad as leenager and affect thew
personality very muoch negatively Moody natere, infenonty compleves are sometimas the
result of sexuzl abuics encountered Phvecal abuses aleo gencrale ;\1!..'1‘.u!n;:u..1l tilness
Overwork st home, chuld labor, phyacal punichment by parents o refative can affect the
personality o a chuld when o grivae z¢ adull "l'h.-_\ wrseties (o an anti-aocial attitude due
to theae tortures. Fmnotional abuwee are mouly on gitls They could e wounded due to
unnecessary words and comments from the parente and relatives duning thest developmental
stages Psychologically aluo youth are abueed hocaue ther peychalogical formation take
place 1 and through thear developmiental wages
5. Conflicts and Rejection in Significant Relationshipe

Love falures and drolen foomddupe are sovere problems of the youth. These
becakings up of relatmechep of the heloved, sometimes, lead them o ancidal tendencies and
uther physiologscal probloms. Some of the youth hecomes moody and antisocial when they
beeak wiath such relatoons. They Lk comlGidence m therr Inends and cven o the close
relatives, Repecton by the Jover or 3 chose frsend bocome unbearable and it at hmes leads to
nlﬂ‘p strgas, q[c;‘-tr:.sz.--'w amnd mlotvornly comglencs
O, Sitnational Canses

The sstuateom wm whach 2 young adalt dovelop hawher porsonality strongly influences
the behavior and prescholdogacal muatungy of thal perun It secmy that sometimes )-nuﬂ1
becomes mere vactima of thewr situations, Political pessons or other sigmficant personalitics
make use of the 73! and enthuuasm of the youth. Having influcnced by such known social
cnminals they somctimies happens to comml some ciminal act. And as a result of this,
feeling of remorse, hatred anper. and somctimes personality disordens may oceur in the life of
a youth
7. Cultural Stresses

Culture stress 18 a term osed 1o refer 10 the loss of confidence 10 the ways of
understanding life and living that have been taught within a particular culture, It comes about
when the complexaty of relanonships, knowledge, languages, socnl insuttions, beliefs,
values, and ethical mies that bind people and pive them a collective sense of who they are
and where they belong 14 subjected to change. For sbonginal people, such things as loss of
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damaged their confidence and thus predisposed them to suicide, self-injury and other self-
destructive behaviors,
8. Lack of Religious and/or Spirvitunl Connections
They are also affected by lack of spiritual nourishment and religious buckgpround,
Years before they were affected by the religious rigidity and it sometimes  ereated
psychological problems in their life. But today no religion so rigid 1o its practices but is now
more open and helpful to them to build up their personality. But for the youth of today it
seems a fashion to go away from religion, God and religious people. It ereates a great deal of
problem. The youth are not properly directed and they lack genuine hope in their life due to
the lack of faith in god. Actually this leads them to the feeling ofemptiness and loneliness and
at times to the suicidal tendencies.
Suggestions to Overcome the Psychological Problems
Youth have got psychological problems and they must get rid of it in order to have a
sound personality. The causes behind the problems must be remedied in order o develop
their personality. The following are some of the suggestions:
1. Proper Psychological Training
Today there are several psychological centers available at our country, They
shall be directed to such centers and must be trained well so that they may get the
basic psychological knowledge. There shall be preliminary courses of psychology
from school level itself. Tt is important and worthwhile to treat a person from his carly
stages of development itself. For that the parents and the teachers must be properly
trained to educate their children or students properly. Proper knowledge of human
psychology and the basic education into the science of psychology will be to a great
extend a remedy to the present day problems of (he youth, It also serves as @
preventive measure,
2. Counseling andGuidance
Youth who are already affected psychological defects

shall be directed to

counseling centers and properly guided. Personal care () rom the part of parents and the

close ones will help the youth to build up their personality in o proper way
i .
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3. Respecting the Individual Freedom

Respecting the freedom of the person is very important factor in the
development of personality of a youth. Most of the psychological problems are caused
by the parental control. Often parents do not like to see their children as grown up
people. They wanted their children as obedient as they were before. This creates
conflict in the family. Father and mother no more a hero at their life, They slowly go
after other heroes and heroines; this in wm widens (he gap between parent and the
son/daughter, Therefore it is better that the parents respeet the freedom of their
son/daughter and be a good friend to them, It will influence their personality very well
and they will grow positively. Parental control sometimes can happen from the part of
teachers, relatives and religious leaders this also will harm the personality of a youth.
Respecting the dignity and freedom of the youth is therefore inevitable.

4. Developing good Personal Relationship
Most of the psychological problems of the youth can be overcome by
developing good personal relationship, Sharing the sorrows and stress with the fricnds
would be an casy means to overcome anxicty and distress, Spending time in solitude
and lonely will create more griel and remorse within the mind. Friends can be of any
type; but it is advisable to have a mature person who has more experience of the world
than that of the youth rather than selecting only form the peergroups
Another problems of youths

Clashes with Religion, Unemployment, Poverty, Materialism, Parental Pressure,
Premature Sex, Time Management, Community Rights are the major problems of todays
youth,
B) Life style

Lifestyle is a picture for every person who wear it and illustrates how much the moral
values of people in surrounding communities, life style is an art cultivated by everyone.
Lifestyle is also very closely related to the times and technology. Increasing age and
increasingly sophisticated technology, the more wide spread implementation of lifestyle also
by humans in everyday life. In another sense, lifestyle can give positive or negative cffects
for those who run it. Well, depending on how that person worked. Youth lifestyle is related to
fashion(International & National brands), look(Hair styling, Skin Cuare, Accessories,
Personality), socialising (Facebook, Orkut, Chatting, Blogging, Clubs), fimess(Gym, Dance,
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C) Challenges of youths
1. Healthof youth

problems. Short sightedness regarding the health cffects of their behavior lies behind tobacco
and alcohol use by youth; increased incidence of overweight and obese youth; and high rates
of injury, especially from traffic accidents.
2. Suicide in youths

Suicide is now the second or third leading causc of death for youths. social -
interactions arc important the presence of social interactions means that small differences in :
aggregate fundamentals can trigger large shifts in the number of youth suicides. Divorce rates

at the county, slate, and national levels are highly correlated with youth-suicide rates. The

divorce rate is more highly correlated with youth suicides than is the share of children living

with stepparents or the share of children in single parent families in teen suicide.

3. Reservation it

The Indian Constitution has a law for the same and according to this; reservation has

been made to bring underprivileged classes at par with privileged or general ones. There arc

numerous reservations like reservation for women, reservation for physically ch.ﬂl:.nﬂed, g

kit
@ I‘\
reservation for cconomically backward class, reservation for Scheduled Castesetc. Though
& s

reservation system is an evident discrimination, but j had been started with a very good
) o :f_;
objective of uplifting the socially backwarq socie : - 17
J i TR Y 0 give them equality of bl
opportunitics.People have started misusing it. There e many examples of people making
s ; B

false documents just to get a scat in a college or

a job. This leaves the more cligible candidate
category, i

to give their seat 1o a person belonging to a reser ve
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4. Corruption
Thoughfightin gagainslcorruptionisthercsponsibiI

pate more in this cause.Corruption sh
d how they want because good

ityof cvcrycitizenbulyouthby virtue of

ould be rooted out of

their nature and energy partici
and bad

country. Youth in India must know what they want an

co-exist in thesociety.Today we relate everything related to success in
iration from their role model and li

terms of money. But

ve life

success is more than this. Youth must derive insp

withproud.

5. Terrorism
Terrorism involves extraordinary violence. It is intended to create massive fear and

involves a planned attack for a purpose, often against something or someone.

D) Five Basic Needs of Youth

Every young person has needs, interests, desires, values, strengths and weaknesses,

which arc going to affect his/her behavior. Whilc all youth have different personalities, they
are alike in many ways. All young pcople have five basic nceds.
1. BELONGING

The desire to belong is natural and helps (o bring youth in contac
ow because part of their feeling of personal

t with others.

Belonging to the group helps young people gr
worth is gained from what others think.

2. Independence

Becoming independent of parents is a sign of growing up. The desire to be

independent is often troublesome to parents and volunteers, but it cannot be avoided if the
boy or girl is to grow up normally. This desire is shown by impatience with an adult

volunteers' guidance and a preference for making up their own mind.

3. Achievement
Youth want to know that their efforts are worthwhile and appreciated. Projects need to

keep pace with ability since therate of achievement varies with each child. Doing things for
others as well as for themselves should be included

4. New Experieices
Young people need and want to grow up and be engaged. They need new and

different experiences to stretch their horizons.

5. Affection

Affection or love is essential in personality development. We need to know that we
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are wanted and loved in spite of our shoricomings.

Conclusion | ) T
. With all their capabilities (ha
Youth of today are the hope of the society a3 & whole. With I es the

hich are natural since they are social beyy

youth have got several psychological problems W bl
y . e~ whole has got an obligation g
and thercfore cssentially relational beings. The s peieryns 2 - ) -

ol educated i psychologieal
help the youth in their psychological needs. Youth are 10 be well edt psy ogical

wges that @ child passes through,

disciplines and the parents also should be aware of the st

: . ; | » part of parents and
Proper guidance and training shall be given for the youth from the p parents and

: : *rec " (the yo S
teachers in their journey of development 0 youth hood. Freedom ol the youth should by

respected by the parents und teachers. A proper religious hackground and a deep sense of

sacred will also guide youth to mature personality.

Youth are back bone to the nation. They can change the future of the society wil

their well being and courageous behavior. The reason may be unnccessary burden in the form

of competition, unemployment, lack of job skills and skill based job cte. Indian Youth :
present is also facing acute pressure in every ficld from getting job to performance at the
In the coming decade, it is expected that the Indian labour force will grow by more than
million per annum. More and more youth will enter into the labor market. So the real
challenge in front of the policy makers is to create enough jobs in the market for
educated workforce so as to direct the youth and nation.
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THE ECHOES OF INTROSPECTION IN INGMAR BERGMAN’S

‘WILD STRAWBERRIES’
DR. SACHIN S. RAJOLE
Assistant Professor,
Deartment of English,
Arts & Commerce College,
Satpur.
ABSTRACT:

The present article is an attempt to scrutinize how cinema can be a dream-
machine with reference to Ingmar Bergman'’s ‘Wild Strawberries’ which deals
with Isak Borg’s psychological transformation through introspection during
the journey. The introspection echoes the internal and external conflicts,
tensions, emotions of Isak Borg with a hope for better future and greater
mutuality. The article is an effort to show how Bergman’s work goes beyond
the aesthetic achievement as it leads the audience to find their connections
with others through introspection.

Key Words: Cinema, Dream, Journey, Identity, Self, Conflict.

For Ingmar Bergman, ‘cinema is dream and dream is cinema’. After watching ‘Wild
Strawberries’ (Smultronstallet) the Swedish film, directed by Ingmar Bergman and released
in 1957 in UK, one often comes to the alleged conclusion. His ingenuity, symbolism,
subjective expression and the ideas of existentialism distinguish Ingmar Bergman from the
other film directors. His films embrace a broader context with the ideas from culture, history,
philosophy, psychology etc. and a touch of magic realism. It is a phenomenal experience to
construe his works as these works can be interpreted from various points of view. The same
can be said with his Wild Strawberries where imagination in the form of dreams and
memories functions as a structural element in his narrative and allows him to step beyond the
borders of reality continuing the quest for identity.

THE VISION

Wild Strawberries is a story of the 78-year-old stubborn and egoist professor named Isak
Borg, a widowed physician, who is going to receive prestigious honorary degree at Lund
cathedral. He sets out on a long car ride from Stockholm to Lund with his pregnant daughter-
in-law, Marianne. Isak Borg opens the film with a monologue while writing his diary-

“In our relations with other people we mainly discuss and evaluate their
character and behavior. That is why I have withdrawn from nearly all so called
relations.... This has made my old age rather lonely.... my life has been full of
hard work and I am grateful.... It began as toil for bread and butter and ended
with a love for science.” (English Translation in subtitles)

After the lonely supper, he dozes and dreams of his morning walk into the city. He loses his
way among empty streets with ruined houses. The dream comprises several dreadful images
of loneliness, desertedness and death such as - empty city, ruined houses, a man without face,
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a clock with no hands, a carriage without driver, his own corpse pulling him into a coffin etc.
The next morning, Isak changes the travel plan and decides to go by car to Lund. A change in
the plan upsets his caring housekeeper, Agda who has been serving him since last forty years
and she quarrels with him. She knew that Evald will wait for his father at Malmo airport.
Marianne visits Isak and joins him on the expedition as she wants to return to her husband,
Evald for reconciliation.

Here, Isak himself conveys his isolation from the society which results in the fallacy of
communication and loneliness. It puts forth his narcissist image. He is aware of the failure
and seems to be haunted by the dream of death. It is not the death he is frightened of but his
condition like ‘living dead” which is symbolized through the dream. The carcass pulling him
into a coffin stands for the ego or the other self. It also represents his inner world of emotions
and the outer world of reality. The dream throws light on Isak’s deep-rooted anxiety and the
fear of death. It makes him think about his character and life history. Being horrified by the
destructive images and ominous signs that convey a mysterious threat of death, I1sak changes
his travel plan. The journey is not only physical but psychological as he is forced by the
series of outlandish dreams that lead him to introspect in order to reevaluate his life further in
the film.

THE MIRROR

During the journey, Marianne requests Isak to forgive the outstanding debt to his son but he
refuses. He declares that he has no respect for the mental sufferings of others. She confesses
her dislike for the professor and how her hushand hates his father. While smoking, Marianne
informs Isak about her marital problem with Evald. Evald is also a doctor in Lund. Marianne
left Evald because he is brutally cold, insensitive, melancholic and egoist like his father. He is
a ‘dead alive’ who wants to control even his death. When she told him about her pregnancy,
he denied her desire of motherhood and rejected both the baby and her if she has it. Evald
believes that the purpose of life is death and he doesn’t want to introduce a ‘new victim’ in
this world. The child might be unloved in this brutal world. He asks her to choose between
the husband and the baby. Their story mirrors Isak’s story of unhappy marriage. Isak is
troubled by Evald’s emotional coldness and feels the concern. His concern shows that though
the characters’ relationships involve conflicts, the potential for greater mutuality exists there.
Later on, Evald accepts Marianne’s desire for motherhood.

THE CHILDHOOD MEMORIES

They stop at the family’s summer house where Isak spent his childhood holidays. The house
brings to his mind some powerful childhood memories. He enters into a reverie and witnesses
how Sigfrid, his older brother seduced Sara, his cousin beside the patch of wild strawberries.
He recalls how he lost his childhood sweetheart Sara who was confused between the two
brothers. She was allured by his brother’s sensuality at one side and Isak’s morality and
intellect at the other. Sara marries Sigfrid in real life. The loss yet hurts him. A saucy girl
named Sara, accompanied by her two friends (Anders and Viktor) travelling to Italy, awakens
him and asks for lift. Her father owns the place now. She reminds him of his first love and
therefore he agrees. The trio’s continuous discussion, arguments, teasing, music and flirt
make the atmosphere in the car lively. The trio accompanies him throughout his journey.
Isak’s car collides with another car which is driven by Berit Alman, the wife of Sten Alman.
Isak offers the couple lift but due to their savage quarrel, Marianne drops them in the road.
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The couple reminds Isak his unhappy marriage and the relationship with his adulterous wife
Karin.

Isak’s return to the past through memories and dreams unveils his painful emotions like
jealousy, substitution, displacement and loneliness. Isak’s observation of his own dream can
be considered as a form of introspection. The story of the young people mirrors Isak’s story.
Anders stands for Sigfrid and Viktor stands for Isak while Sara is the lost loved object in both
the stories. The ‘Sara’ in Isak’s dream and the ‘Sara’ in reality overlap with each other. It
suggests the need of integration of the inner and the outer world. The couple’s self-
destructive behavior reminds Isak about his unhappy marriage. The marital relationships
between Isak and Karin, Evald and Marianne, Sten Alman and Berit Alman bring into light
the hypocrisy and psychological troubles that lie under the surface of the civilized society.
However, the events provide Isak with the opportunities to communicate with others and
observe his emotions, attachments and relationships.

ON THE ROAD

When they stop at the gasoline station, its owner Akerman recognizes Isak and shows great
respect for the work he did in that village. He introduces his pregnant wife, Eva with Isak
who began his career as a medical practitioner in the village and received love, warmth as
well as appreciation from the villagers for his work. In reaction, Isak murmurs- “May be I
should have stayed here.” It suggests the future loss, caring side of Isak’s work and his
contribution towards the society. Akerman refuses the payment and suggests his wife that
they should name their baby after Isak. Isak promises him to be godfather to the child and
leaves. In the next scene, while taking lunch beside the Vattern Lake, Isak and others debate
over the role of rationalism and religion. Isak recites a poem conveying the presence of divine
power in the Swedish countryside. This expresses his journey towards an integrated state of
mind and empathy for others.

Afterwards Isak with Marianne visits his aged mother who welcomes them with little warmth
and enthusiasm. Marianne finds her ‘a very ancient woman, completely ice-cold, in some
ways a more frightening than death itself’. Isak’s mother becomes nostalgic and complains
that only Evald visits her out of her twenty grandchildren. She considers Marianne as Isak’s
dead wife and behaves with her austerely. After that, she brings out a box of leftovers which
contains a doll, some toys, a coloring book, a family photograph and Isak’s father’s golden
watch. The watch without hands reminds Isak his nightmare. She allows Isak to keep the old
photograph. Marianne’s observation of the mother and son makes her understand the roots of
Isak’s coldness and Evald’s alienation. It is inherited. In this way, the knowledge of external
world makes her understand the inner world of the other characters. She identifies the
emotional scarcity, sense of loss, frustration and turmoil encapsulated in the close family
relationships. Isak himself recognizes the trait of loneliness in him, Evald and the Mother.

THE ANXIETY

During the following journey, Isak falls asleep and returns to the wild strawberries. He
dreams Sara holding a mirror to him and telling him that he has become old and can not stand
the truth. Then, he sees Sara and Sigfrid in evening dress under the dark night sky. They enter
the house and Sara starts playing piano. When she stops playing and embraces Sigfrid, Isak
impales his hand on the nail in the wall. After that, Sten Alman, the driver of the crashed car,
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comes into his dream as an icy-cold examiner to test his proficiency as a doctor. Isak fails to
answer his questions and is declared as ‘accused of guilt’. When Alman asks him to diagnose
the female patient, Isak declares her dead. Suddenly, the patient gets up laughing and once
again reveals his incompetency as a doctor. Alman takes him into a burnt-out house from
where he witnesses the seduction of his wife Karin by her lover in the woods. While
predicting Isak’s response to the incident, she declares that Isak will forgive her for her
deeds. Isak thinks-

“All gone. A perfect achievement- silence.... the punishment : isolation....
forgiveness?”

On awakening, he tells Marianne about his dream saying -

“I was trying to say something to myself which I don’t want to hear when I am
awake....That I'm dead, though I live.”

This second dream more clearly depicts the inner conflicts and deep-rooted anxiety in the
mind of Isak. It humiliates him. The perceptions of the scenes like Sara with Sigfrid and
Karin with her lover trouble him. He feels the pain, betrayal and the loss followed by
emptiness. Alman’s declaration of Isak’s guilt suggests his lack of human qualities to be a
doctor. Karin blames him as an unsympathetic, selfish and ruthless husband. The dream
familiarizes him with the anxieties from his youth as well as the painful realities of life and
asks to confront the truth with courage. It leads him to the conscious realization of his inner
world making him more human and wise. The play between love and hate, tenderness and
ruthlessness continues throughout the movie.

PARADISE REGAINED

Finally, they reach at their destination. At convocation ceremony, Isak collects the honorary
award for his contribution to science. There is a positive transformation in his melancholy
state of mind as he says to himself —

)

“ I seemed to discern an extraordinary logic.’

Isak expresses warmth to Marianne, Evald and Agda. Sara offers a bouquet to him at the car.
Isak goes to bed and dreams of his father fishing and mother sewing nearby at the lake by the
summer house - serene and beautiful. A smile covers his face. In this way, the film cuts with
Isak’s achievement of warm and intimate relationships with others.

The symbolism in the title ‘Wild Strawberries’ makes it more appropriate. According to
Philip and Kirsti French, the figurative connotation explains ‘strawberry patch’ as-

‘a moment in the past to which someone looks back and which they would like
to revisit or recapture.’

Isak learns from the adventures, dreams, memories and communication with others. The
dreams and memories make him understand the mistakes made by him in the past. He accepts
that the cause of his anxiety and loneliness is nothing but his egoist nature, severe attitude
and insensitivity to others. His professional achievements and financial gains are hollow
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without meaningful relationships. He learns to constitute his future through relations. These
emotional and intimate relations possess the power to heal the past wounds. The crisis of
subjectivity is resolved as he understands the dictum ‘We are, therefore I am’. He gradually
accepts the past, the present and the future. It is a kind of commitment to realism. The
journey functions as a source of self-understanding. Consequently, his dream shifts from the
shadows of death to the serene scene of his happy parents. It is not only Isak but Marianne
who also acquires knowledge and insight. Evald and Marianne are reconciled. Finally, the
wild strawberries are substituted by Isak’s innocent joy after gaining his parents. Though the
tone of the film is melancholic, it ends with a kind of redemption. Isak Borg recreates his
wild strawberry patch with the honorary degree followed by self-understanding.

CONCLUSION

Bergman gives a touch of magic realism to the film through his expressionistic techniques
such as references, metaphors, parallels and substitutions. The structure of the film and
Bergman’s power of imagination reminds us of the genres like stream of consciousness.
Though the film is constructed from patriarchal point of view, the female characters play
important roles with assertive actions dissolving the ego of the male characters. These
characters bear a quality to turn the negativity inside Isak into a positive spur. Isak’s
introspection with the integration achieved through it is central to the film’s aesthetic
achievement. An integration of the subjective self and the social self helps Isak establish a
more stable identity. After going through the cathartic process which causes to a kind of
psychological transformation, Isak comes forth as an integrated personality. It becomes
possible due to his introspection. Bergman’s work goes beyond the aesthetic achievement as
it leads the audience to find their connections with others through introspection.
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Demonetization, and its Impact on Marketing, Banking and Economy
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Abstract:

Demonetization is a sudden step taken by the government of India in 2016. Because of its
declaration bankers and general public got shocked who were feared that if the black market
caught any whisper of what the government was planning, they would find ways to get rid of
their illicit cash. The initiative taken by the Modi govt. to overcome the hurdles of the economic
sectors of the country. This step is worked out but with disturbed environment were caused to no
cash situation. Government has come out with a number of incentives on cashless transactions
like waiver of surcharge on transactions in cashless mode. But the stagnancy in these operations
after December 2016 indicates something else. Is the society again tilting towards cash after the
normalcy of situation and relaxation of cash withdrawal norms?

As far the other motives behind the big step are concerned, only the time can tell as the
steps for curbing of black money may have far reaching effects and will be visible in the time to
come. It is hoped that the general public will adopt the cash less mode of banking transactions
wholeheartedly in their own interest and understand the need of hour. It is also hoped that the
huge amounts spent on technology up gradation by the banks for secured and hassle free
alternate channel banking, will not go waste and the trigger for cashless adoption by the general
masses will gain momentum.

Keywords: Demonetisation, cashless, less cash, black money, alternate banking channels

Introduction
Demonetisation reduces the cash flow in the economy which directly affects the need,

willingness and ability to pay of the customer. Because of lack of cash in hand, customers are not
willing to buy any commodity or product. So there is decrease in the sale of the goods and
services. If we consider the online marketplaces, most of the cash on delivery orders are
cancelled by the customer because of lack of cash resources. It causes heft loss to all the online
market places. But In the era of digitisation the customers use the options like online banking or
mobile wallet for the payment. There is no issue of cash resources as electronic money is used
for transactions. So the revenue generated by it is unaffected. According to survey, sale of
apparels, shoes, electronics is not affected at all. So we cannot say that the market is totally
collapsed. Many sellers stop promoting and advertising their product at online marketplace under
the wrong impression of not getting sale. It is suggested that you continue all the marketing
campaigns as it will help you to improve your market index. This is the start of digital era and
gradually the use of electronic money is going to increase to the extent of reducing the use of
physical cash to lowest requirements. Our Prime Minister also focuses on the target of making
India Digital. The future will be dominated by the trend of “GO CASHLESS”. Perception of all
these aspects leads to the conclusion that continuing all marketing campaigns will help you to
improve your market index. Market index is directly related to the market share for that product
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Objectives Of The Study

L. To analyze and find out whether government
fulfilled. o
2. To find out other positive and negative impacts of demoneuzatlo-n.
3. To suggest measures to reduce negative impacts and increase positive effects

objectives of demonetization has been

on Indian Economy

Effects Of Demonetization On Indian Economy

Indian economy is largely cash driven economy w A
place in cash and remaining 10% in digital. Sweeping away of 86% cash in circulatio
amounting to Rs. 15.44 lakh Crore Rs. all of a sudden from the economy i.e. 12% of India’s toty]
money supply has to have lots of effect on the economy. First we will see the effects of
demonetization on government stated objectives

On Black Money and Corruption- To fight against black money was the foremost
objective of This demonetization as stated by the government but if we study Prof. Arun Kumar
recent research On Black Economy we find that there is a difference between black money, black
economy and black wealth. The Black money the government was targeting is only 1% of the
total black wealth held in the country and only 3.5% black income was generated in 2016.
Various report says that during demonetization days people converted their black income into
white by depositing it into Jan Dhan accounts, by advancing salaries to the staff and poor
vendors like milkman, presswala, Kamwali etc. By depositing in individual own and family
members accounts breaking them into small chunks, by buying last minute luxury items like
jewelry and gold, by exchanging it on discount through hawala dealers or middle man.
This is supported by the fact that almost all amount (99%) of Rs. 500 and 1000 i.e.
15.28 lakh crore Rs. (out of 15.44 lakh crore) has been deposited into banks. (Gupt, 2017)
but accoi'ding 1o government she is successful in targeting the black money because now this
whole money of 15.28 lakh crore has come into accounting that was lying idle in homes,
almirahs and to business people and in it 1.6 to 1.7 lakh crore Rs. transactions are doubtful that
are under scanning. Moreover there is reduction in cash currency by 3.89 lakh crores.
(Jaitley, 2017) During demonetization government found out 2.97 dubious companies.
After giving notice to them the registration of 2.24 lakh companies have been cancelled and
their bank accounts have been freezed. According to official records of Oct 2017 (DJ N. 2,
2017) out of total registered 17 lakh companies one third are out of market now and there are
only 11.30 lakh registered companies till Oct 2017. Init 2.24 Jakh whose registration has
been cancelled by the government are included. People voluntarily declared 15,497 crore
Rs. unaccounted money i.e.38% more than last year. Likewise income tax department
seized double cash money in comparison to 2015-16. So total money got by government
through seizure and voluntary disclosure went to 29, 213 crore Rs. which is 18% of total
doubtful transactions. Another benefit the share of small currency notes in circulation that was
28% in FY09 (54% in FY04) and declined to 13% in November 2016 has now increased 0
28% by March 2017. (Ghosh, 2017) A larger percentage of smaller notes improve
transparency in cash dealings.

ith more than 90% transactions taking

g
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On terror Funding- Another stated objective of the demonetization was to stop terror
funding in J & K and Naxalites areas. Though these events witnessed a halt during
demonetization days but now again has risen. Though CRPF data says a 70% drop in incidents
from 1742 in 2016 to 540 in 2017 but a close look as revealed by Hindustan Times on Nov 9,
2017 (HT, 2017, p. 11) tells a different story of stone pelting incidents increased from 71 to
324 in first 6 months of 2017 means a rise of 350%.

On Fake Currency- Government claimed that new currency notes contain high
security features and are almost impossible to duplicate but this claim did not prove true as many
stories of counterfeit currency has come into light since note ban was done in Nov, 2016.

On tax Compliance — India’s tax to GDP ratio is quite low only 16.6% compared to
other emerging economies. After demonetization tax base has increased and 56 lakh new tax
payers has filed their income tax return. According to ministry of finance in the current financial
year of 2017-18 from April to October direct tax collection has increased by 15.2%.
Government targeted to collect 9.8 lakh crore Rs. from current budget out of it 4.39 lakh
crore has been collected till October 2017. ( 1) Increase in tax base, voluntary disclosure,
brought all the money into accounting are the benefits of demonetization.

Positive Effects

I. Changed in the habits of savings- Demonetization played an important role in transferring
cash to financial markets. It increased habit of savings. Gross financial savings has
increased from 10.9% of gross national disposable income (GNDI) in FY16 to 11.8% of
GNDI in FY17, a notable climb of 90 bps. It changed habits of saving of people. Instead of
keeping cash at home or in banks people are now investing in mutual funds and insurance
companies. If we take mutual fund data investment in it increased by 155% in last one year and
it reached to 3.43 lakh crore Rs

(DJ N. 8., 2017) Likewise there was 46% increase in collection of premium of insurance
policies. Increment in these will help the government to raise money for long duration that can
be used to develop infrastructure of the country.

Other positive effects are

1. Revenue of local government increased by 3%

2. There is reduction in real estate sector rates so houses and property are within the reach of
middle classes. The artificial bump of it has vanished.

Negative Effects
1. GDP Growth- The renowned economists and Former PM Dr. Manmohan Singh said

on the anniversary of demonetization (HT, 2017) that the economy would have to grow at
10.6% in the

present government’s fifth year for it measure up to the 10-year average growth under the united
progressive alliance (UPA) government led by him but GDP growth has declined from
8% in 2015-16to 7.1% in 2016-17. (Eco survey, 2016-17) and will be 5.7% in Q1 of FY2018
due to this demonetization. While Renowned economists Prof. Arun Kumar said (Kumar,
2017) that though government saying 5.7% but our economy is not growing more than
1% due to unorganized sector that has very badly affected by GST and demonetization. Now-a-
days growth is less because demand is less hence investment. Bank credit is also less. Until and

unless demand increase from unorganized sector growth will not increase.
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Conclusion
Demanctisation done by our honorable P

2ood intention to reduce corruption and bl

and afler it whether it was standing in the queuc
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others' property to bring transparency to the economy. As this study shows, that economy i

already in the state of a slump. Demand is not coming from [h.e EORSUIner-seclor. i
ming, sO NO new jobs ang

manufacturing is low. Bank credit is also low. Investors are not co
employment. Now it is the responsibility of the government to tal_ie the sseuony out g
this slump by decreasing the taxes both direct and indirect, increase in public expenditure by
starting new big infrastructure projects, etc. The government should move towards removing g
obstacles coming in effective implementation of GST by being sensitive to

businessmen problems, reduce taxes and stamp duties, giving booster dose to MSME apg
unorganized sector so that the people who have lost their jobs or businesses  due (g

demonetization may join back the formal economy and live a dignified life. If government wap
to increase digital transactions in the economy it should provide proper e-economy
infrastructure along with cyber security besides providing incentives of wusing digital

transactions like no charges through payment of PoS machines or debit and credit cards,
cash back though payment of digital transactions etc. if government apply all these measures in

true sense not only economy will come out of slump but the pain of people due to

demonetization will also be less, and the economy will move towards greater

formalization with increased transparency and less black money.
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ABSTRACT:

The present article discusses social, physical and psychological voyage of the Danish
girl from a man (Einar Wegener) into a woman (Lili Elbe). She is trapped in a wrong body as
gender and sexuality are not linked. The article aims at understanding the relationship
between man and woman as well as their subjective experiences in the production of the
subject. Furthermore, the process of transition that took place breaking the new barriers is
defined. Finally, an attempt has been made to understand the key role played by gender,
society and identity in the lives of trans people in order to gain acceptance and visibility for

them in the society.

Keywords: Gender, Identity, Transgender.
Preliminaries

The novel entitled 'The Danish Girl' written by David Ebershoff came into
English Translation in 1933 with the name ‘Man into Woman : An Authentic Account
of a Change of Sex’. It is believed that Lili Elbe was the first transgender to undergo
the gender conformation surgery in history. Being inspired by the true events, David
Ebershoff sets the fictitious love story in late 1920s exploring the transition from a
man into a woman and its effects on the lives of the other characters. It bears an
autobiographical touch with fictional reality as it takes into account some of the facts
from the life of the Danish painter Einar Wegner, a transgender pioneer who becomes
Lili Elbe, in 1920 Copenhagen, Denmark. Though fictionalized, David Ebershoff
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takes into consideration the real feelings, passions, confusion, suffocation and hopes
of Lili Elbe as reflected in her book ‘Man into Woman’. The Danish girl Lili Elbe
goes in search of her true self as she is born in the body of a Man. Her body does not
reflect her spirit which disturbs her. Ebershoff portrays the trans experiences
positively while shifting the attention of the reader from a love story to the
interpersonal dimensions of gender transition. He defines how a change in the gender
identity can affect the relationships. He shows the journey of a member of trans
community in search of true self, the formation, approval and establishment of
identity as well as the sufferings that relate to the struggle during the journey.

The film named The Danish Girl, directed by Tom Hooper and released in
2015, is based on the Ebershoff’s novel of the same title. It bagged several awards and
caught the attention of audiences towards the life and issues of transgender
community. It can be considered as an attempt to reflect the beginning of the history
of transgender in Europe. With this, it gives visibility to the sympathetic and sensitive
experiences of a gender nonconforming character, Einar Wegener or Lili Elbe. The
crisis between unmatched gender identity and assigned sex leads to the transition of a
man (Einar Wegener) into a woman (Lili Elbe) where the wife (Greta) functions as an
‘agent of transformation’. She may regret in future for what she has done to her
husband.

The Prologue

Einar was Greta’s art teacher in the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in 1914,
They fall in love but the breaking of War hinders their love story and Greta’s rich
father drags her to California though she doesn’t like to be ‘Miss Greta Waud’. Einar
continues with his art. As Greta has no hope to reunite with Einar, she marries Teddy
Cross and gives birth to a baby child. Unfortunately, the baby is born dead due to the
unbiblical cord around his neck. Teddy dies due to illness. Greta thinks that she is

responsible for his death as she did not force him to visit a doctor.
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Back in the present, Einar and Greta are married and happily live in
Copenhagen, Denmark. Greta is interested in portraits while Einar likes to paint
landscapes. Due to the absence of Anna, an opera singer, Greta asks Einar to try her
shoes, stockings and dress in order to finish the portrait. Einar feels embarrassed at the
very first but he does like it then. She handovers a bouquet of lilies to Einar and
renames him ‘Lili’. After some days, Greta finds Einar sitting in a chair in girl’s
stocking and both agrees to welcome Lili whenever she returns. At the Artist’s Ball in
June, Greta introduces Lily as Einar’s cousin about whom Einar himself is unaware.

Soon, Einar starts considering Lili as his ‘better half’, new female alter ego.

Greta is also unaware of the fact that Einar’s transformation is going to cause
her lots of stress, financial problems and loss of relationship in future. She leads the
inner self of her husband on the path of transformation. The trial of stocking makes
Einar discover his feminine side. She is a woman born in the body of a man. Einar

identifies himself as a woman and his identity stuck between a man and woman.
The Complex Love Triangle

Ebershoff explores the marital relationship and intimate space between the
Danish painters Einar and Greta who incorporate Lili in their lives as both of them
need her equally. Despite of the subversive aspects of gender identity and sex, Greta
considers herself Einar’s wife till he fully turns into Lili. In Copenhagen, Lili and
Greta attend Artist’s Ball where Lili is being kissed by a man named Henrik. Lili likes
it but suddenly her nose bleeds mysteriously. Greta helps Lily. Since then, Lili
continues seeking Henrik secretly. She doesn’t want to deceive him and therefore,

tries to reveal her true identity.

Einar: He may have known who I was. But I wasn’t always...me. There
was a moment when [ was ...just Lili. And I think he could see that. Do

you see? (TDG)
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However, Henrik does not let her finish and Lili decides not to see him
anymore. Einar tells Greta that he had kissed a boy when he was very young and was
punished by his father.

In Paris, Hans Axgil, Einar’s childhood friend, flirts with Greta in a way or
another but she does not entertain him. Hans informs her that he knows Einar and Lili
are one and the same. He also agrees to help Greta in turning Einar into a woman. He
suggests Greta to let Lili live her life on her own after the surgery but Greta refuses
and decides to take care of Lili. Hans knows that Lili is in love with Henrik secretly.
He visits Lili and asks her to tell the secret to Greta. Hans thought that Lili is not the
man Greta married. Lili tells Greta that Henrik has proposed her and they are planning
to move to New York after the final surgery. Lili wants to leave her past behind

including Einar’s paintings and memories.

She knew that most of her life, her previous life, was like a book she

had read as a small child: it was both familiar and forgotten. (TDG)

She wants to become a conventional dutiful housewife and thus, gives up her

career. Greta returns to California with Hans happily.

Greta is surprised to see how easily Einar shrugged off the marriage. Though
selfish, she remains supportive and takes care of Lili after the surgeries. She names
and encourages Lili, helps her establish her own identity, gives freedom and space to
their relationship as well as finds a doctor for Lili. Though Greta is confused and
conflicted internally, she supports her husband. She is ready to do anything for
Einar’s sake as she values her marriage. But when she finds that there is little remain

for her in their marriage, she gives up the relation.

Einar believes that it is God who guided him to be a woman.
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Lili: God made me a woman. The doctor cured the sickness that was

my disguise.

Therefore, he decides to follow the desire of god and despite of the risk
chooses to be a woman full time with the help of Greta. He feels the need of physical
transition in order to prove his identity as a woman and thus, follows his desire.

Einar confesses.

Einar: [ think sometimes about killing Einar. It’s only through the
thought that 1'd be killing Lili too that stops me.

The Unusual Art and Culture

Through a Persian art critic in the gallery, Greta comes to know about Hans.
She and Lili dine with Hans on their annual August holiday. Hans also fails to
recognize Lili as Einar and goes for walk with her thrice. Greta continues painting
Lili. Surprisingly, Einar doesn’t remember the time Lili was present for. One day, Lili
bleeds from below the waist and does not understand where the blood comes from.
Greta takes Lili to Dr. Hexler but the result comes negative. The doctor advices Greta
not to encourage the return of Lili in Einar’s body but she ignores him. Einar and
Greta live in Paris and Greta continues paintings Lili’s triptych. She paints hundreds
of Lili’s paintings. Lili puts creative energy in her art. She is supposed to exhibit the

paintings in Paris. Greta too wants to establish her identity.

Einar visits the peep show at Madame Jasmin-Carton’s seedy to examine ‘a
woman’. He watches a man and a woman having sex and decides to find a man who
will do that to Lili. Just like everyone, Lili also wants to find and experience love.
While sitting in a park, Einar decides to figure out his true identity in a year or he
would kill himself. His discomfort with the body grows as the novel proceeds. Next

time, Einar watches a male stripper. Before they do any sexual act, Madame Jasmin-
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Carton kicks them out. Einar goes to library and reads books on sexual fluidity. The
resistance to the male body becomes darker.

The Medication

Through the books, Einar gets convinced that he possesses female organs and
there is a woman inside him. Carlisle, Greta’s brother wants to help Einar and takes
him to several doctors. Dr. Mc Bride, an American psychiatrist, advices Einar to fight
his desires as he is homosexual. Dr. Christopher Mei considers him schizophrenic. Dr.
Buson advices him to have lobotomy (a psychosurgery). Einar feels hopeless as the
doctors try to institutionalize him. Greta approaches Dr. Bolk, a skilled surgeon in
Dresden who had invented a surgery that can turn a man into a woman. Greta

convinces Einar to go for it and thus, ends his dilemma of to be or not to be.

Dr. Bolk examines Einar and rearranges his internal organs. After three days,
Lili wakes up in extreme pain. Bolk diagnoses the cause of Einar’s bleeding and
informs Greta that Einar has ovaries inside his abdomen. After recovering from the
first surgery, Dr. Bolk grafts tissues from healthy ovaries onto Lili’s. This time, Lili
recovers nicely without much pain. Before the last surgery (removal of the penis and
transplant of a uterus to have kids), the court grants divorce to Greta but denies to
issue death warrant for Einar. After that, Greta’s art ceases. Lili wants to be a mother

to establish her female identity.

Judith Butler in her book Gender Trouble states that as sex and gender are
social constructions, the attitude of an individual determines his or her identity and
not gender or sex. Gender identity refers to an individual’s internal sense of self. He
experiences the struggle between biological sex and the gender role. It becomes
difficult for him to act as a man, therefore he finds work in a perfume shop and tries
to identify with the women around him. She tries to achieve social recognition that

can match with her self-perception.
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Even today, the trans people have to struggle hard in order to establish their
identities into the society. The conflict arises when they are forced to accept the
gender role behaviour based on their sex. Most of the time, they do not receive much
assistance from others, not even from family members. Generally, the response of
society and other people surrounding the trans individual determine his or her future.
If the society responds negatively, he or she isolates him or herself because of the loss
of human dignity as well as self-esteem. If the response is positive, he or she comes
forth to establish his or her true identity into the society.

In the case of Einar, the people around Einar form a support group to make the
transformation easier. This makes him turn into Lili through gender conformation
surgery and reinforce his social identity. The court easily grants divorce. Greta allows
Einar to be Lili. Carlisle tries hard to help Lili. Henrik accepts Lili for who she is.

Einar receives positive response and thus, goes for gender conformation surgery.
The Epilogue

Unfortunately, the final surgery causes a fatal infection to Lili. She bleeds for
six weeks with extreme pain and mostly remains unconscious as an effect of
morphine. After few days, Carlisle and Anna take her to her favourite place, Elbe
river. It is the same river after which Lili renames her as ‘Lili Elbe’. She is happy to
be Lili as her voyage of self-discovery comes to an end. The book ends with Lili
enjoying the Elbe scenery and dying in the wheelchair. Lili remains true to herself

despite of societal biases and replaces her distorted identity with the authentic one.
Conclusion

David Ebershoff successfully represents the canceled identity of Einar who
shows the interconnectedness between sexual orientation and gender expression.
Einar or Lili’s self-expression seems to be more important than his or her gender or

sex. The story of Lili provides us with an opportunity to empathize with the harsh
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experiences of the individual who is trapped in a wrong body. The concept of ‘Trans’
challenges what is perceived to be ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’. Instead of
marginalizing the trans people, we should permit them not only to survive but flourish
with equal rights. Their journey between hope and despair should come to an end. The
social patterns of interpretation and representation of tran people need to be revised in
order to let them have dignified recognition. We must be sensitive towards their issues
and should respect the different identities. The movie and the novel also show that
literature can be a best medium to sensitize people about the trans identities ending
the gender war. To conclude the discussion, one can say that though gender and sex
contribute in the formation of identity, a person cannot be judged only from his or her

sex. Everyone is equal and therefore, deserves equal treatment.
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CASHLESS ECONOMY: THE IMPACT OF

pEMONETIZATION ON SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES
WITH REFERENCE TO NASHIK DISTRICT

Prof. S.A. Gaikwad
Department of Economic
Arts and Commerce College, Satpur, Nashik, Maharashtra, INDIA.

ABSTRACT
Demonetization is an execut ive action by which a country declares the circulating currency of the same is no more d legal tender. In
contradiction the demonetization declared on 8th November 2016 was different; firstly, the policy is adopted and declared by the
vime minister and secondly it cost the drastic change in the economic activities of each and every citizen; by this action all the
currencies of denomination of Rs500 and Rs1000 were declared as non-legal tender. Almost 86% of the currency in circulation was
demonetized. This paper studies the impact of Demonectisation in small scale trading siructure, in Nashik District and also details the
crisis if any faced by small scale traders regarding demonetization.

Keywords: Cashless, Economy, Demonetization, Business, Small Business, Medium Business.
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1. INTRODUCTION describes the concept and evolution of cashless economy
The great impact of cashless Demonetization on smalland  in Nashik District Second section discusses the initiative
medium Business in Nashik District with Society and  for cashless economy in Nashik District and third section
Economy. The first impact shall be that Small and analyses the impact of cashless policy on the small and
Medium Business will have Slow Down Business medium Business. The concluding part of this paper
Activities. With that they will not be able to purchase fortifies the sudden shift to a cashless economy which
luxurious things for Nashik peoples. made a Most importance impact on small business and
Medium Business with reference to Nashik District.
The impact of cashless Demonetization on small and
medium Business in Nashik District. The governments
initiative towards cashless economy ftriggers with
Demonetisation of high denomination currencies. Cashless
economy is a financial environment that minimizes the use
of physical cash by providing alternative channels for
making payments, and fosters a clean and digital economic
culture. Demonetisation, for a while, slows down all
economic activities and imputes to use digital mode for
transactions. Stringent reactive policies are required to this
segment for surviving in a cashless economy. Economic
lom witos srg Sl d e B 5 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
eclonomic grogwth. Curri':mly, the dealers and custoﬁlers are The;:(ey int: nt}qfé ot this papﬁr is;o ana_ly ae ke _impac_t of
adopting digital infrastructure and slowly it will create a c}:}as o dseho S med_lum bu§1nes§ e
digital economic culture. appened ¢ apged economic challenge in Nashik District,
so this study is purely based on secondary sources of data.
Secondary data have been collected from different
published sources such as magazines, journal, newspapers
and relevant Website which have been consulted in order
to conceptual cashless economy and its impact of
demonetization on small and medium businesses in Nashik
District.

OBJECTIVES

«  To Understand the Concept of Cashless Economy and
evolution in Nashik District.

o To study the impact of demonetization on the Small
and Medium Business in Nashik District.

e To determine possible implication of a cashless

economy on Small and Medium Business in Nashik

District and point out challenges its implication.

o

Demonetisation, for a while, slows down all economic
activities and imputes to use digital mode for transactions.
The small and Medium Business prefer to do all its
transactions with conventional mode; sudden move by the
Demonetisation severely affected the Business Sector.
Stringent reactive policies are required to this segment for
surviving in a cashless economy. Economic reform
without considering small and medium business sector 4, CONCEPT OF CASHLESS ECONOMY
will result negative impacts, it acts as a mediating role in A cashless economy does not mean an economy without
economic growth. Currently the dealers and customers are  cash, but where the workings and transactions of the
adopting digital infrastructure and slowly it will create @  economy are done electronically. His payments and
digital economic culture. receipts. The means of adopting a cashless economy but
Thi ' : : . _ 1 also to give the right direction to the growth and
is paper is organized in three sections. First section  development of the country's economy by reducing cash
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related corruption and attracting more foreign invcstors' to
the country. Digital transactions are traceable which
ensures government taxable income, redum-ng }he
circulation of black money. The whole country is going
through a process of modernization in money transactions.
Big businesses are now accepting electronic payments to
street vendors. As a changing economy in the world, India
will be a milestone in moving towards cashless. This study
is an attempt to analyze the operational impact Qf the
cashless economy concept so far in the Indian scenario.

Cashless society is a financial condition in which financial
transactions are made through the transfer of digital
information between the parties to the transaction, rather
than physical notes or coins, Cashless India aims to
develop the Indian economy by ensuring greater security,
anti-corruption  and  universal  accessibility. The
establishment of an embedded integrated electronic
payment system may be aimed at making the dreams of
the Indian economy a reality. Even a country like India, as
one of the most populous countries, faces many hurdles
which need to be achieved for significant economic

growth such as illiteracy, bureaucracy, rejection of change
etc.

5. INDIA’S MOVE TOWARDS CASHLESS
ECONOMY
Cashless economy is not a sudden decision. The
government approved a number of initiatives in February
2016 to promote digital payments and transition to a less
cash economy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his May
2016 keynote address had appealed to the people to accept
cashless transactions. He also mentioned mobile banking,
internet banking, telephone banking, electronic cards,

implants, point of sale (POS) for digital culture,
Terminals, ATMs etc.

Many countries are now working for a cashless society;
Sweden is becoming the first countries of the world
deceive their citizens into a lucrative and horrible
economic experiment for a cashless society. Sweden
began its journey towards a cashless €conomy many years
2go. Run a bus, buy a magazine or chewing gum, digital
payment is accepted everywhere. Sweden is becoming the
first country in the world to engage its citizens in a
lucrative and terrifying economic experiment for a
cashless society. Sweden began its journey towards a
cashless economy many years ago. Drive the bus, shop
monthly or chew Gum, digital payments are accepted
everywhere. Countries like Norway, Denmark, Belgium,
France, UK etc. also lined up for cashless society. Moving
towards a cashless economy is not a one-day framework.
This is the evolution with information and communication
technology (ICT).With this in mind, the government had
launched a major campaign for financial inclusion in terms
of opening public money accounts, giving legal basis to
Aadhaar, direct benefit transfer, introduction of GST,
Rupee card and voluntary disclosure scheme for
unaccounted money. On November 8, 2016, Rs.500 and
Rs.1000 notes were canceled from circulation Transition

The economic downtum

towards a cashleisnsat;e;[?r}l}zfsﬂg;cated roany FiSEORCations
created by dc[::nglconomy' This will be the result More
abgut the -I::;ﬁvi Jduals who primarily earn and spend cash,
iiflo_!-:‘s Onfrlom a cash-based economy tq[‘ha Cast{ess
ecg:;:nﬁy will require concrcte.efforts. u]teofcz;)so thegs
economy in the Indian context 1s the resd o a
erennial problem in the financial system an s ption
pf ICT in payments and settlements. In 2009,5183 ang!ng
Eommission estimated lhal_oniy 27% of P . esap;:n ;25
reached the target low-income gr?uf:-'ncreasin "
transparent business dealings Not only is !“I l racgt‘ X
collection, it is also cracking down on 1 Eg: practices
such as shadow economy, money I_aun ering and
commissions in welfare schemes. Financial management
costs will be minimal. In 2015, the RBI raised Rs. 27
billion on currency issuance and management. More. qbout
this source text Source text required for additional
translation information Send feedback Side panels.

6. SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESS: AS A
BALANCING ROLE IN ECONOMIC
GROWTH IN NASHIK DISTRICT

The Small and Medium Business not only play a

Extremely important role in providing employment

opportunities at comparatively lower fund cost than large

business but their are also helps in industrialization of
rural and backward areas, reducing regional imbalances
and assuring more equitable distribution of national
income and wealth. The small and medium business in

Nashik District can contribute more than the big

businesses. The policy makers and researchers considered

this Business essential for achieving targeted economic
goal. The Small and Medium business has created well
profile in the Nashik District.economy with 6 Lakes units,

3 lakes employment Opportunities, product range

consisting of more than 693 varieties, 25% of total

manufacturing output and about 7% of export directly and
indirectly. Its role is also noticed in mitigating economic

inequality. 1t is a driving force for socioeconomic
development. It is an acknowledged fact that small and
Medium B

usiness can help realize the target of the
proposed manufacture policy for raising share of
manufacture sector in GDP from 10% to 18% by the end
of 2020. The government and policy makers started
working on it, with new policies such as Make in India,
Startup, Skill India, Zero Defect, etc. The government is

giving high attention to protection and promotion of small

and medium Business with policies and schemes. There is
no universall

! Y accepted definition for Small and Medjum
Business.

7. IMPACT OF DEMONETIZATION ON SMALL

AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES IN NASHIK
DISTRICT

The small and medium-sized Business i
economy, contributing to eight percent
employing more than 15 Lakes on ye
Medium Business are traditionally-o

s a big Parts of the
of the GDP whilst
ar, Most Small and
perated, family-run
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businesses: B_roac[ly, there are two types of players in the
Darket in this segment. One, the businesses that were
formed because their promoters saw the Opportunity early
on before anyone else_could and went on to become
successful businesses quickly.

While much atte;nti(_)n has been focused on the manner in
which demonetlzatl'on l}as inconvenienced the general
public, the sudden invalidation of 1% of Nashik District
cash may create a short-to-medium-term impact that is
brutal for small businesses. The importance of Small, and
Medium Busine‘ss cannot be overstated. Where ’GDP
growth moderation due to demonetization is estimated at
60bps at the lower end to as much as 30bps at the higher
end, it can be presumed that the impact on small and
Medium Business in Nashik District will be higher than
the rest of the economy due to their greater dependence on
hard cash. Their virtuous cash cycle begins from an
expense base that is almost exclusively cash-based. This
then incentive the business to earn revenues in cash as
well.

Demonetization is not a any type of strike but it is carpet
bombing. It impacts everyone. Changing not only takes
time, it also slow-slow down the spending process as
everyone fries to protect the newly acquired currency to
secure them from the uncertain future.

In case of Small and Medium Business, most will be
unsure of payments coming from customers for some
time; this as liquidity in the form of unaccounted currency
has dried up. If customers don’t pay, Small and Medium

Business will protect what they have and that will mean

they purchase less and produce less. Purchasing less will

mean further slowdown for the people who provide them
with raw material and producing less will mean shortage
of supply leading to inflation on what is available.

e Salient use of collected money in banks on
development of infrastructure that brings benefits to
people very Fast. We will see money invested in
aspects that bring fast results for all classes. The
current change has got fast pain with a promise of
long-term gain but we have to remember that a large
section of our society will need quick gains to survive
before they can enjoy the long-term benefits.

e Small and Medium Business will invest in self-
development and improvement in terms of
technology, infrastructure and training to self-utilize
the increased profitability with unaccounted income
now becoming a part of the books that are taxable.

e Small and Medium Business now by design will have
two alternatives. Pay tax or spend on doing more for
scaling up and this will have a Scrolled effect on the
overall improvement and development in the
economy. There are loads of positive and negative
impacts of the current move. No one currently can be
sure of the future and this uncertain environment is
certainly not good. Outcomes in uncertainty depend
on the mindset and, currently, whilst people are taking
it positively, they definitely are starting to envision
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Possible pitfalls too if measures are not taken at the
right time. Communication will be the key to ensure
stability. And, while 1 am impressed with the brave
step taken by the prime minister, I am also concerned
about the Vast task ahead of him to make this a
success, because in my mind the war against black
money has not started yet. Demonetization is only a
war cry that declares the start of a war.

8. IMPLICATION OF A CASHLESS ECONOMY
ON SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESS IN
NASHIK DISTRICT AND POINT OUT
CHALLENGES ITS IMPLICATION

Small and Medium Business in Nashik District
represent a major part of demography and geography,
even a small change in economy Importantly affects the
segment. To achieve targeted economic development,
small and medium business segment should develop,
improve and support accordingly. Hence, there is a proper
need to understand the indication of government policies,
such as cashless policy, about them. a further step towards
cashless economy, it is significantly to know how the
cashless policy is impressed in the small and medium
business in Nashik District. What are the supports needed
to survive and grow in the changed environment? Cash is
a legal tender and everyone can handle it easily.
Demonetisation hit Defenceless all sectors in Small and
Medium Business. The electronic money scheme is often
linked to a bank account, and a good number of consumers
and small and medium business are unbaked. They may
also not be literate to deal the technology. It is good to
know how payments are made by these people and what
changes are needed to survive.

Challenge implantation in cashless economy has given

short-term struggle in the whole economy, but it identified

some positive Points from various elements. It is very

importance to implement the policy without hampering

their existence. For a successful implementation of the

cashless policy among small and medium Business, the

following some measures should be taken into

consideration:

¢  Education: Poor Triggering is the major challenge in
a Nashik District where the literacy rate still remains
marginal. There is a need to populace up to the grass
root level on the importance of policy.

¢ Infrastructure: Cultivating a fully digital culture
requires huge investment in information and
communication technology (ICT); digitally literate
society are able to use information and technology.
Actively address cyber-Susceptivity, the threat of
attack and misuse.

¢  Security: The safety and security of funds should be
guaranteed. There. should be stringent legal
framework to handle cases of fraud and other issues
arising from payment.

e Awareness: Trend, changes and updates in
technology should be communicated to the users
when necessary. This will enable them to make good
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use of the system. . . .

o Internet Connection: Basic requirement of cash esc5[
economy and digital payment is Internet facility an
sufficient Wi-Fi.

¢ Consultaney Cells: The government should start free
consultancy services with collaboration of higher
education institutions, universities and N.GOS' where
the general public can get assistance for this shift.

FINDINGS

* Participants in the parallel will have to reconsider
wholesale for denomination economy businesses need
to think about first entering the banking system,
second  Digitizing and the third comp]ete
announcement. Methods and mindsets will require a
large reset. This happens because the move is just a
few months ahead of schedule Implementation of
GST.

* Reducing legal, competitive business by cash at low-
cost transactions may end or decrease. This will lead
to an overall improvement Competitiveness of Small
and Medium Business applies generally. Activities
with organized systems and the planning process will
transition quickly by embodying itself. The benefit,
thus, is that it contributes near about 2% or more to
GDP High.
On the capital front, many Small and Medium
Business have previously had difficulties in credit
valuation. Denomination due to large scale
unaccounted transactions. Once the initials, the
setback phase is over and businesses simplify their
processes and accounting, they will be able to enter
the credit market more efficiently and at a better price
reducing the value of their funds.

On the labour front there may be some longer-term

pain. Smaller and Medium businesses are dependent

on migrant labour, which is frequently moving across

Nashik District. The lack of income in the immediate

after-effects of demonetization will force them out,

thus hurting the business continuity and adding to
hiring and training costs.

10. CONCLUSION

This discussion started with
cashless economy globally,
Nashik District endeavour to

the trend and concept of a
followed by India’s and

Demonetization has already affected he small
medium Business and th
transactions in Small and

and
€re are also the bulk of

‘ I\{le'dium Business in Nashik
District are cash-based, a liquidity crunch will likely cause

a slowdown in economic activity and however, there i
reason for optimism. The inflow of deposits should
logically allow for lower interest rates, spurring
investment in both of Business. Further, the shjg towards
cashless transactions will encourage registration among

ises and allow them to benefit from centry|
such enterp'];emes and incentives. T]?e access 1o low coq
and'zlatehcs;ld also improve if there is a most Importane
capital s

shift to a cashless economy.

are the worst, throygy

ion plans can help prep

Gogc! ad;‘?nl;m?:ial infrastructure development and grand,

E;;‘hc.';z’ for the awareness and acceptance of the cashjegg
:SS[ . - - .

economic system with Nashik District.

affected the operation of small ang
A %ashles];;;igg:’ )(:(Iue to reduced ability to d_ea] with
N'Ie' ILI]m ash, but the positive reaction of Businessmap
s tlfe si]iﬂ to digital transactions. The small ang
eag(iisum Business are the Backbone of .the economy and
le with some limitations. Any move without conSldenng
this Part will result in a negat_lve impact. Stakeholderg
should consult on how the pohcy-affects the economy,
particularly small and medium Business and also owners
should not be left out. They should be encouraged by
making the necessary infrastructure available apq
affordable. They should be fully empowered _and educated
to adopt technology associated with the policy and. work
with it effectively and Policy makers should take stringent
plans for survival of this section while reforming
economic sector further.
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Abstract:

Anticolonial reactions, which resulted in a transition from colonial occupation to
modern nationhood, were generated by the Indo-Anglian writers writing in English. The direct
or indirect influence of Gandhian thoughts and view of life can be traced in the novels of most of
the contemporary novelists such as Mulk Raj Anand, R.K. Narayan and Raja Rao etc. The same
view of life imbibed people with national consciousness, self-respect and a sense of national
identity. The present article is an attempt to define the impact of Gandhian thoughts, movements
and view of life reflected in the works of select Indo-Anglian writers. These writers through their
works ignited the minds of young India making them conscious about the need for freedom in the
pre-independence era.

Key Words: Nationalism, Freedom, Struggle, Pre-independence, Gandhi, Colonial.

Preliminaries :

Being used as a tool for decolonization, the contribution of art and literature in India’s
struggle for freedom remains undebatable. In the 19™ century, the nationalist ideas became
prominent due to oppression and domination making the literature more patriotic. The roots of
religious nationalism in Hindu society can be traced back to the Bengali Renaissance. The
writers recognized their responsibility as intellectuals to liberate India from slavery. They knew
that it is possible only through revival of history and regeneration of Indian society. For the same
purpose, they used literature as a tool and paved the way for national liberation. The writers like
Tagore, Sarojini Naidu, Mulk Raj Anand, R.K.Narayan and Raja Rao promoted nationalist,
patriotic concepts in their works. Their literature made the public realise their subjection and
engendered the feelings of nationalism and patriotism among them. Larger sections of the society
came together and raised the nationalist movement in the pre-independence era. Mahatma
Gandhi worked as a leader, facilitator and torchbearer to these people. Before going towards the
impact of Gandhian thoughts on literature and Indo-Anglian novelists, let's take some glimpses
of Indo-Anglian literature from 1857 to 1947 in short.

Indo-Anglian Literature from 1857 to 1947 :

The direct fight between the two races- Indians and Britishers started after the Mutiny of
1857. The roots of the need for separate identity as an Indian and political awakening for
freedom can be thus traced in religion and specially in Hinduism. Revived Hinduism became
dominant spreading awareness among the people about the colonial trauma. The personalities
like Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Rabindranath Tagore, Aurbindo, Vivekananda tried to re-
discover the past of India through their writings making the people aware about the socio-
political problems of the day.
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The next phase of Indo-Anglian literature was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi who was
working on the political front infusing national consciousness among the Indians. After the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, the writers shifted their focus from the past to the present reflecting
the ground reality in their writings. Instead of imagination and nostalgia, realism became
prominent in their works. The themes like east-west encounter, oppression, exploitation,
communalism, caste system etc. became key words in Indian English novels. It brought forth the
concerns like aspirations, hopes, compulsions, anxieties, impulses of the people highlighting the
need for freedom.

Gandhian View of Life :

Gandhiji's view of life is based on 'Simple Living and High Thinking'. The same gets
reflected in the works of the contemporary writers who portrayed the socio-politico-cultural and
religious reality highlighting the influence of Gandhiji on Indian people. The essence of
Gandhian view of life includes the following -

a. People should believe in Truth applying it in real life.

b. All religions should maintain unity in diversity.

c. Instead of becoming extremist, people should practice non-violence.

d. All classes in different strata of the society are equal.

e. Women must receive education, equal status with dignity and respect in society.

f. Nation comes first, then individual.

g. One should try to eradicate casteism, untouchability, social injustice, discrimination,
exploitation and western way of life.

Gandhian Movements and Indian English Novelists :

The intensity of political upheaval was so great that the writers who were not interested
in politics also failed to keep themselves away from it. The Gandhian movements such as Non-
cooperation Movement (1921), Salt Satyagraha (1931) and Quit India Movement (1942) stirred
Indian life arousing the sense of national identity and liberation. The Gandhian view of life
characterised with unity in diversity appealed the contemporary writers. Gandhiji’s writing in
English and the wide spread English education motivated the writers to put forth Indian issues
through English language reinterpreting the culture of India. Gandhiji’s views on machinery,
casteism, imperialism, Marxism, nonviolence, education, equality, untouchability are perceptible
in the novels of that era. The same can be traced in the novels of the Indo-Anglian trio — Mulk
Raj Anand, R.K. Narayan and Raja Rao. The trio emerged in 1930s with the publication of
Untouchable (1935), Swami and Friends (1935) and Kanthapura (1938) respectively.

Mulk Raj Anand : ‘Untouchable’ (1935) :

Gandhian impact changed the life of Mulk Raj Anand from a young brown Englishman
to a simple and pure Indian. He came close to Gandhiji in Sabarmati Ashram and used to discuss
various issues with him. Gandhiji’s humanistic approach and view of life, which can be traced in
his novels from ‘Untouchable’ to ‘The Old Woman and The Cow’, satisfied him. The influence
brought his writing forth as a kind of protest literature. Since childhood, he witnessed the
oppression and exploitation in India under colonial rule. Therefore, it remains at the center of his
writing as a committed writer. His novel ‘Untouchable’ (1935) reflects the Gandhian view of life
which highlights social inequality, upper class hypocrisy, saga of women, Gandhiji’s views
against machines etc. The novel mainly focuses the problem of untouchability in Indian society.
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It depicts the plight, struggle and agony of the lower classes in India. It is born through the
unequal social structure. It seems to be impossible for them to come out of the curse.

The protagonist named Bakha with his father clean lavatories in a small town of Punjab.
He wants to emancipate himself from the evil of untouchability. The novel opens with a scene
from untouchable's colony and depicts a day in the life of Bakha who is fascinated by English
culture and lifestyle. He presents the conflict between the upper and the lower classes in India.
He tries to unveil hypocrisy of the upper class. In the case of Sohini, he expects dignity, respect
and equality for women. Gandhi annihilates discrimination and becomes a symbol of tradition,
an oracle and a legend. The Gandhian view of life purifies his thought taking him away from
western culture. Bakha walks on the path of nonviolence. The attitude of the society towards the
lower class as untouchable makes him suffer internally. In the end of the novel, unfortunately he
returns to the culture from which there is no escape. However, Gandhi’s invocation gives him
hope. Thus, the influence of Gandhian movement can be clearly seen in the novel. Mulk Raj
Anand goes deep into the psyche of the oppressed, weak, and helpless people. He becomes a
realistic writer than a literary artist.

R. K. Narayan : 'Swami and Friends' (1935) :

R. K. Narayan deals with the sense and sensibilities of lower middle classes of South
India. Reorienting Indian values, he presents Gandhian view of life in his novels from ‘Swami
and Friends' (1935) to 'The Painter of Signs' (1976) describing conservative South Indian life.
Influenced by Gandhiji's social ideas, his characters represent Gandhian view of life in all his
novels. The ideas like nonviolence, truthfulness, morality, literacy, equality, Indianness govern
existence of the characters, making them aware about national and individual identity. In the
same way, R. K. Narayan’s 'Swami and Friends' presents Gandhi's views on education system,
colonial agenda, discrimination, futility of English education etc.

The education system in colonial India remained one of the important aspects of
Gandhian thought. Gandhi wanted physical, moral, spiritual and holistic development of child
through education. R. K. Narayan condemns all kinds of discrimination through the characters
like Swami and his teacher, Ebenezer favoring equality. He portrays the conflict between
Christianity (the ruler) and Hinduism (the ruled). The mechanical education system was made by
the British to produce workers rather than intellectuals to practice psychological enslavement.
Swami jumps into the national protest strike against colonial rule and ends with rejection of the
school in order to avoid cultural dominance. He unveils causes of the inability of a child to learn
in the mechanical, monotonous British system of education. Gandhiji expected holistic
development of a child with value education. Like Gandhiji, R. K. Narayan condemns all types
of inequality and injustice. In order to do something for the nation, Swami participates in the
national protest under Gandhian impact. The scene of Swami’s boycott of classes shows how the
writer portrays the impact of surroundings on adolescents' psychology. Swami’s friendship with
Akbar Ali remains miles away from casteism, untouchability and inequality. Swami’s journey is
accompanied by Gandhian values and his view of life.

Raja Rao : ‘Kanthapura’ (1938) :

Raja Rao’s active participation in the political movement, intense understanding of
village life and higher education make him able to breathe the spirit of patriotism in the masses
through his writing which is characterized with philosophical and mythological aspects too.
Being one of the pioneer novelists in Indian English Literature, the patriotic fervor of Raja Rao
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begins with his most popular novel ‘Kanthapura’ (1938). It deals with peasants' sensibilities in
the Southern village of Kerala reflecting the impact of Gandhian thought on ordinary men. The
village Kanthapura represents all the villages in India and the battle of peasants against history,
casteism and the British.

Moorthy becomes a voice for Mahatma Gandhi and is known as little Gandhi of
Kanthapura. The village gets involved in the whirl of India's struggle for independence. By
referring to many myths, puranas and legends, Raja Rao tries to explain the relationship between
individual and nation, raising the spirit of patriotism among the readers. The impact of Gandhian
thought on the psyche of the villagers stirs the ideology of nationhood, tendency of nationalism
and a sense of national identity. In order to establish equality and freedom, the villagers oppose
colonial administration. Moorthy forms Panchayat Congress Committee for the villagers. It is an
attempt to establish their own administrative system against the British Raj. Raja Rao portrays
the poverty, humiliation, torture, terror, sexual and psychological exploitation of the villagers
and provides them with a ray of hope in the form of Moorthy who walks on the path laid down
by Mahatma Gandhi. The writer glorifies the past of Kanthapura (historical consciousness) at the
beginning and then makes them aware about their present condition (reality). Moorthy condemns
Brahminism and cultural strategies turning the spiritual into political. The novelist focuses the
role of religion in politics. He also shows how religion can become a medium for national
mobility ending rigid caste based social structures. Moorthy’s socialist ideology is inclusive of
all the classes and women too. However, Raja Rao depicts the clash between people and
principles rather than individuals and this makes him different from other novelists.

Conclusion :

The deep impact of Gandhian thought on the works of these writers continued to
influence the minds of the readers strengthening Indian Independence Movement. Anticolonial
reactions, which resulted in a transition from colonial occupation to modern nationhood, were
generated by the Indo-Anglian writers writing in English. The direct or indirect influence of
Gandhian view of life and thoughts can be traced in the novels of most of the contemporary
novelists such as Mulk Raj Anand, R.K. Narayan and Raja Rao etc. The same view of life
imbibed people with national consciousness, self-respect and a sense of identity. A choice of the
themes and a turn from historical romance to realistic socio-political reality highlights their
internal crave for socio-political reformation. The writers through their writings reached into
each and every corner of India and rooted nationalism among the people. The novels evoked
emotions and feelings of the common people against colonial oppression. The deep impact of
Gandhian thought on the works of these writers consequently continued to influence the minds of
the readers strengthening the struggle for freedom. The elite and bourgeoise class became
sensitive towards the plight of the middle and lower classes. The historical, romantic and
religious discourse was substituted by nationalist discourse which was based on the principle of
unity in diversity. The writings of this trio encouraged people to actively participate in India's
struggle for freedom creating awareness among them. The women also became conscious about
their oppression and exploitation. The original cultural identity of India was rediscovered and
revived by the trio. This united the people from various strata of Indian society for one common
cause making them aware about the colonial atrocities of British Raj.
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ABSTRACT:

Paulo Coelho builds up a relationship between nature and human being to
lead his readers from ignorance to knowledge about self and the universe. The
interpretation, inquisition and inspirational insight of the natural world
provide an opportunity for physical, psychological and spiritual self-
development. Signs and symbols take different form in the hands of Paulo
Coelho. His ideas and philosophy find expression through these signs and
symbols which make him an ‘Alchemist of words’. The present article is an
attempt to explore the use of ecological signs and symbols, its forms and
functions, the deeper meaning/s, metaphysical contents in Paulo Coelho’s
‘The Alchemist’. How these signs and symbols function as a mediator between
the physical and the spiritual. How ecology becomes a foundation for self-
awareness and spiritual progress promoting ecological consciousness among
the readers.

Key Words: Ecology, Symbolism, Self, Identity, Existence.

Paulo Coelho is Latin American universally acclaimed writer. His works are originally
written in Portuguese and then translated into more than 150 languages. His writing appeals
to the aspirations of the worldwide readers who are in search of ‘Self’ and wish to
comprehend the essence of the world around them. The theme, motif as well as metaphor of
‘Journey’ allows him depict the human transformations from literary and theological
perspectives. The poetic, symbolic, mystic and philosophical use of language helps him find
the philosophy and essence of life. With the depiction of various dimensions of life, his
literary narratives establish a platform for the interaction between the mystic and the real
through the use of signs and symbols. These signs and symbols are generally ecological in
nature and cover the horizon of interaction among the Sign, Signifier and the Signified. The
reader is expected to accept the challenge, undertake a journey through reading and try to find
his or her own way to achieve Personal Legend.

About ‘The Alchemist’

Paulo Coelho’s ‘The Alchemist’ got published in 1988. It is inspired from Jorge Luis Borges’
traditional tale ‘Tale of Two Dreamers’, which in turn is believed to be based on a tale from
the famous and timeless collection of stories, The Book of One Thousand and One Nights.
‘The Alchemist’ is a story of Santiago, a shepherd boy from Andalusia, who dreams about
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treasure at the pyramids of Egypt and undertakes a journey to find the treasure. On the way,
he goes through various experiences having faith in God and Nature. Santiago begins the
journey by listening to his heart and follows the omens of the nature. As the journey
proceeds, he achieves knowledge about interconnectedness among the things and the
language of nature i.e. sign language. In the end, Santiago achieves his destiny and Personal
Legend with spiritual peace. Rather than the destination and achievements, the journey
proves to be more precious to him.

While depicting this journey Paulo Coelho uses various ecological signs and symbols to
explore various disciplines including Geography, History, Mythology, Theology, Philosophy,
Psychology etc. Here, Pyramids represent History, the different places visited by Santiago
during the journey represent Geography, Santiago’s father and the Tribal Leader represent
Mythology, the King Melchizedek represents Theology, Santiago represents Psychology and
Philosophy is represented though Santiago’s learning, Soul of the World, Paradise and
Alchemy. Paulo Coelho depicts physical, psychological, spiritual dimensions of this journey
through the use of ecological sign language. Naturally, the relationship between sign,
signifier and signified gives a mystic and magical touch to the story and its meaning/s.

Eco Literature

Before turning to the signs and symbolism, let’s have a look at the concept of ‘Eco
Literature’ which is also known by various names such as Eco Fiction, Eco Criticism,
Ecological Study, Eco Poetics, Green Cultural Studies, Environmental Literary Criticism etc.
The word ‘Ecology’ is derived from ‘Oikos’ which means 'a dwelling place’. There is a
chance for the relationship between literature and nature to get neglected by the readers.
Writers have been depicting the harmony and disharmony with the environment as well as the
bond between Man and Nature since the beginning. Still consciousness, awakening and
awareness about environment and its role in human life should become the function of
literature. Here enter Green Studies. It takes holistic earth-centered approach to literary
studies. The natural world is taken as a significant thing rather than merely an object of
thematic study.

Cheryl Glotfelty & Harold Fromm’s ‘The Ecocriticism Reader’ : Landmarks in Literary
Ecology (1996) explores the relationship between literature and environment with inquiry and
investigation fostering ethical and sacred approach to the earth. Glotfelty expresses her
concerns and fears about nature, its exploitation and mutilation. Lawrence Buell’s ‘The
Environmental Imagination’ (1995) examines non-fiction from colonial past to the present. It
investigates the underlying ecological values. Peter Barry in his book ‘The Beginning Theory’
goes through the history of criticism from Structuralism to Ecocriticism. It takes all the
related literature under two titles- Ecocriticism and Green Studies. Eco fiction explores the
role and contribution of nature in human life. It is cross cultural, holistic and evolutionary in
nature.

Ecology and Paulo Coelho

In his works, Paulo Coelho builds up a relationship between nature and human being to lead
his readers from ignorance to knowledge about self and the universe. The interpretation,
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inquisition and inspirational insight of the natural world provide an opportunity for physical,
psychological and spiritual self-development. According to him, traumas and trials are
gateways for personal growth. He views the entire world as an expansion of one’s own self.
The only thing is that we have forgotten the dictum and therefore, going away from nature.
Coelho tries to tune the relationship between nature and human smoothening the journey
from inward to outward or vice versa. He establishes a connection between Ecology and
spiritual development trying to wipe out the line between itself and the environment. The
consciousness i.e. ‘I am a part of everything in and around’ helps his characters cross over the
obstacles in their lives. These characters try to prove that universe, nature and human
consciousness can never be separated. They enlighten the reader about the living cosmos with
full of spiritual possibilities.

Sign, Symbol and Paulo Coelho

Signs and symbols take different form in the hands of Paulo Coelho. His ideas and
philosophy find expression through these signs and symbols which make him an ‘Alchemist
of words’. He entangles history, culture, tradition and philosophy through the symbolic
patterns. It also helps him imbibe the mystical, spiritual, philosophical thoughts in the mind
of the reader. Focusing on symbolism, he conveys his mystical message through the fictional
characters and also merges the magical with the real. Both, the positive and the negative
attributions can be found into his works like The Alchemist, The Valkyries, Brida, The Devil
& Miss Prym etc. He uses ecological signs and symbols like sheep, shepherd, horse, cobra,
desert, crystal glassware, gold, hawk, oasis, pyramid, church, stone, tree, water, well etc.
contextually exploring various disciplines. Hence, the present article is an attempt to explore
the use of ecological signs and symbols, its forms and functions, the deeper meaning/s,
metaphysical contents in Paulo Coelho’s ‘The Alchemist’. These signs and symbols function
as a mediator between the physical and the spiritual. The ecology becomes a foundation for
self-awareness and spiritual progress promoting ecological consciousness among the readers.

Ecological Signs and Symbols in ‘The Alchemist’

Nature plays the role of a guide to Santiago in ‘The Alchemist’. Santiago turns inward in the
search of self and usually outward in order to direct this search. Whenever he is anxious,
confused and puzzled, it is the nature that soothes his mind so that he can figure out a
solution and continue his journey towards the Personal Legend. Paulo Coelho throws light
on the symbiotic relationship between nature and man. Here is an attempt to contextualize the
signs and symbols in ‘The Alchemist’

Dessert :

Desert is a symbol of harshness, sufferings, obstacles and hardships. According to Bible, it
makes faith more tough and strong. Hence, it proves to be a place for regret, self-punishment
and transformation because salvation is not possible without it. The vastness of the desert
conveys superiority and mastery of God over the universe. In ‘The Alchemist’, Santiago
spends several days and nights in the desert experiencing isolation, anxiety, deprivation and
uncertainty throughout his quest. The Alchemist instructs him,
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“You must love the desert, but never trust it completely. Because the desert
tests all men : it challenges every step, and kills those who become
distracted.” (The Alchemist. 106.)

Santiago acquires personal adaptations to draw strength and sustenance from the desert. The
adaptations make him aware about the human limitations. He meets unpredictability of
desert, mysteries of elemental forces of nature, intuition, animals, tribal culture, brutal
soldiers, love and unpretentiousness etc. Here, he achieves expertise in interpreting the signs,
symbols, dreams and omens which develop his consciousness and vision enlarging his
‘Minute Self’. As per the Law of Adaptation and Attraction, he is tempted with ‘Beginner's
Luck’-

“... a force that wants you to realize your destiny; it whets your appetite with
a taste of success. ” (The Alchemist. 27)

All these develop a feeling of tolerance within him, which consequently makes him more
determined. He also learns that the desert needs to be crossed with love, mercy, sympathy,
forgiveness and understanding. The love between Santiago and Fatima turns the desert into a
site of longing and hope. The oasis in the desert stands for life, love and domesticity. The
desert opens possibilities of the ‘Other World’ and makes him aware about the
interconnectedness of everything. He communicates with the natural elements such as desert,
wind, sun, sand, soul etc. which unfold the great mysteries for him. The desert proves to be a
teacher who teaches through challenges.

Shepherd

Shepherd has mythological and biblical significance. At the beginning, Santiago's father tries
to dissuade him from traveling. Santiago becomes shepherd to pursue his Personal Legend.
His father gives him Spanish gold coins. He listens to his heart and becomes shepherd by
buying a flock of sheep. It can be considered as his first step towards the quest for Personal
Legend. Soon, the sheep become accustomed to him. He used to observe the sheep for hours
and think about their behaviour. The sheep bring the merchant's daughter and the field of
Andalusia into the fate of Santiago. He makes a wise choice at right time. He understands
that-

‘There was nothing to hold him back except himself. The sheep, the
merchant’s daughter, and the fields of Andalusia were only steps along the
way to his destiny.’ (The Alchemist. 27)

Then, he moves towards his Personal Legend under the guidance of Urim and Thummim, the
magical stones.

Sheep

Santiago's sheep stand for the people who are not aware about their existence and hence,
remain blind to their Personal Legend. Santiago thinks,
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‘The problem is that they don’t even realize that they re walking a new road
everyday. They don’t see that the fields are new and the seasons change. All
they think about is food and water.” (The Alchemist. 10)

At the beginning, Santiago observes that the sheep have very few instincts such as food,
water, sex, blind trust and death etc. These animals have no choices of their own and thus,
follow the leader. The lack of motivation makes them passive. This produces a kind of
disrespect for them in the mind of Santiago. He loves the sheep but does not want to resemble
the qualities of them. Just like the average people, they do not try to find something new and
thus, settles for an unfulfilling existence. The nature and behaviour of sheep seem to be in
opposite with what Santiago is. Santiago observes all these things and despite of all the
obstacles pursues his Personal Legend. The Baker and the Crystal Merchant are like the
sheep, before they meet Santiago. They used to indulge themselves into material pleasures
and desires. They remain content with what they have. Hence, they miss number of
opportunities due to their limited perspectives. In this way, the sheep symbolizes lack of
understanding, motivation, leadership and consequently, the lack of transformation in the
novel.

Water

Water is the true elixir of life. It does not have its own shape or colour and thus, becomes a
symbol of transformation. It also symbolizes healing, purification and renewal in sacred
form. It makes water most precious of all the five elements. Its flexibility motivates Santiago
adapt and continue his quest towards Personal Legend. The well where Santiago meets
Fatima symbolizes unconditional love. However, Paulo Coelho uses water as an emotional
cleanser, purifier and healer. It aids his characters accept the challenges and pursue their
quest inspite of life’s stumbling blocks. Coelho tries to communicate spiritual understanding
through the sacredness of water. In the novel, the Alchemist proves the relation between the
desert and the sea. He asks Santiago to put a shell found in the desert over his ears and listen
the sound of the sea. The Alchemist says —

“The sea has lived on in this shell, because that’s its destiny. And it will never
cease doing so until the desert is once again covered by water.” (The
Alchemist. 132)

Gold and Alchemy

Gold symbolizes knowledge, work and time necessary to achieve desired things in the novel.
Alchemy which can turn iron into gold symbolizes Santiago’s journey to achieve his Personal
Legend. The process of turning iron into gold symbolizes Santiago’s development and
transformation. All the impurities vanish during the process of alchemy. Similarly, Santiago
has to get rid of all his desires such as to become rich, to live with Fatima etc. in order to
achieve his Personal Legend. Just like the process of alchemy can not be expressed in words
in the same way, the process to achieve Personal Legend can not be found in books. The
Englishman says,
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“Imagine if everyone went around transforming lead into gold. Gold will lose

its value. It’s only those who are persistent, and willing to study things deeply,
who achieve the Master Work.” (The Alchemist. 78)

There are no written instructions anywhere to guide a person. Personal Legend can be
achieved by following one’s instinct and the omens provided by the nature or universe,
collaboratively. Therefore, the Alchemist counsels Santiago not to depend on books for
direction. He follows the instructions given by the Soul of the World and reaches upto the
higher plain. Thus, alchemy symbolizes the path of truth and enlightenment to achieve
Personal Legend in the novel. Just like the gold, Santiago evolves during his quest
discovering so many mysteries and truths. The gold and the Personal Legend both remain
equally important to him.

Animal Symbolism

Some common animal symbols such as Hawks, Horse, Snake, Camel etc. are also found in
‘The Alchemist’.

Generally, Hawk symbolizes aggression. The vision Santiago sees while watching the Hawks
leads him to meet the Chieftains of the Oasis who believe in his prediction and prepare
themselves for the attack of the enemy.

When Santiago is unable to find life in the desert, he takes help of the horse keeping in mind
the Alchemist’s words “Life attracts life”. The Alchemist puts his hand in the hole found by
the horse and pulls out a snake. The snake symbolizes the energy that lies coiled at the base
of the human spine. It is known as ‘Kundalini’. When kundalini is activated, it leads to
enlightenment. Here, in the desert the snake comes forth as a symbol of life.

Horse symbolizes strength and passion. It also symbolizes travel, desire and movement
during the journey of Santiago. While the Alchemist’s white horse stands for intelligence,
mystery, power, loyalty, and devotion representing qualities of the Alchemist.

Camel is considered as a ship of desert. Throughout the journey Santiago observes the camel
and learns so many things from the camel driver which he did not find in books. He receives
inspiration, strength and energy from the animal. It increases his endurance and protection.
The camel aids him understand the language of desert.

If closely observed, one can find that these animals seem to be manifestations of the
characters concerned. These characters can be better understood through a study of these
animals. Paulo Coelho presents the negative and positive implications of the animals
thoughtfully.

Conclusion

In this way, the article explores symbiotic relationship between man and nature advocated by
Paulo Coelho in his novel ‘The Alchemist’. With this, Paulo Coelho establishes a subtle
relationship between the abstract and the concrete, the finite and the infinite which
collaborate with each other and are able to provide solutions to the problems through self-
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discovery. He probes deep into the existence of human being and its relation with the nature.
He records the interconnectedness of everything with the grace of God. The signs and
symbols used in the novel have bodily, mental and spiritual dimensions to commune with the
divine. Without understanding the five elements of the universe, it is not possible to
understand one’s true identity. With the help of natural elements like desert, forest, animal,
water, mountain one can explore one’s self achieving Personal Legend. The natural and the
spiritual can not be separated. Coelho gives a mystic touch to the common, ordinary natural
elements making the reader conscious about the ecosystem. Directly or indirectly, he
advocates a humanity with universal brotherhood. Thus, Paulo Coelho shows how Ecology
can become a meditative foundation for self-awareness through the use of ecological signs
and symbols.
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